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  Guides and Publications
 Penn State Extension Master Gardener Manual
Learn and teach about a variety of plant and gardening topics from Penn State Extension's Master Gardeners.
Read More
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 Books about Climate Change and Gardening










  


Stay Connected with the Master Gardeners!
Sign up to receive news, upcoming event details, gardening information, and the monthly e-newsletter.


	
		Home Garden News
	
	 has the latest news and information on classes, workshops, publications, videos, and online and in-person events. This monthly newsletter covers topics like vegetable, herb, and fruit production; garden and landscape maintenance practices; pest and disease identification and management; Master Gardener volunteer training; and more!


By entering your email, you consent to receive communications from Penn State Extension. View our privacy policy.
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   Featured Articles


	   [image: Figure 1. Moss phlox (Phlox subulata). Mandy L. Smith, Penn State]      Articles
 Phlox in the Home Garden
  
 Phlox offers many ornamental options. This article offers basic information about these plants to help educate beginning gardeners.
 

  
	   [image: Figure 1. Raceme inflorescences of long, bristly awns of bottlebrush grass (Elymus hystrix). Thomas J. Mrazik, Penn State Master Gardener]      Articles
 Cool Season, Native Ornamental Grasses for the Home Garden
  
 Native ornamental grasses provide valuable wildlife habitat, shelter and food for insects and larval caterpillars.
 

  
	   [image: Figure 1.  Rhubarb is a striking plant in the garden by Susan Marquesen, Penn State Master Gardener]      Articles
 Rhubarb in the Garden and the Kitchen
  
 Plant rhubarb in spring or early fall, then be patient. Once established, rhubarb will provide beauty in the garden and a flavorful harvest for many years.
 

  
	   [image: Figure 1. Year two of one of the author's perennial beds. Alicia C. Pollard, Penn State Master Gardener]      Articles
 Starting a New Perennial Garden
  
 This article will provide information on planning and planting a new perennial bed and will take you through the steps the author followed when planting three perennial beds.
 

  
	   [image: Hydrangea macrophylla flower by Cathy Dewitt CC BY 4.0]      Articles
 Care of Spring Holiday Plants
  
 Did you enjoy a flowering potted plant this spring? We have many resources to help you decide what to do with the plant when the blossoms fade.
 

  
	   [image: Hanging baskets at a Master Gardener Plant Sale by Mandy L. Smith, Penn State]      News
 2024 Master Gardener Plant Sale Directory
 Date Posted 3/12/2024
 
 Many plant sales are scheduled throughout Pennsylvania. Sales support educational programs and feature plants chosen for local growing conditions. Details are listed below by county.
 

  
	   [image: Figure 1. Eastern redbud (Cercis canadensis) tree form with pink blooms by Dajsr, NC Extension. CC BY 3.0]      Articles
 Early Spring Blooming Native Trees, A Delight to Us and to Pollinators
  
 Early blooming native trees provide many benefits to the landscape and our native pollinators.
 

  
	   [image: Figure 1. Annual bed courtesy of Hershey Gardens]      Articles
 How Hardy Are Your Annuals?
 By Lois Miklas
 
 Find out which favorite plants are considered hardy versus tender annuals and when it is best to plant each type.
 

  
	   [image: Figure 1. Vegetable raised beds and nearby herb and small fruit garden in early spring by Susan Marquesen, Penn State Master Gardener]      Articles
 Save Your Garden, Save the World
  
 Home gardeners have many positive options for creating resilient and sustainable gardens that can help mitigate climate change and its effects on our landscapes.
 

  
	   [image: Ash tree with roots exposed; earthworm activity depletes the leaf litter on the forest floor. Robert Lee on Bugwood.org. CC BY-NC]      Articles
 Adapting to Invasive Jumping Worms
  
 Jumping worms (Amynthas and Metaphire spp.) are invasive species that have a negative impact on our ecosystems. This article explores how gardeners might mitigate their detrimental effects.
 

  
	   [image: Figure 1. Cherry blossoms by Mandy L. Smith, Penn State]      Articles
 Cherries in the Garden and the Kitchen
  
 Cherry trees can be a wonderful addition to an edible home landscape, providing beauty and interest as well as a bounty of sweet or tart fruit.
 

  
	   [image: Figure 1. Hellebore or Lenten Rose (Helleborus spp.) leaves remain green throughout the winter. In late winter or early spring, flowers bloom and new leaves emerge. By Mandy L. Smith, Penn State]      Articles
 Evergreen Perennials: The Greening of Winter
  
 This article covers the resiliency of "evergreen perennials" and which species to include in the garden for winter interest.
 

  
	   [image: Figure 1. Beautiful foliage of Thuja occidentalis 'Steeplechase' by Susan Marquesen, Penn State Master Gardener]      Articles
 Pruning Needled Evergreens
  
 Gardeners can learn the reasons and methods for pruning needled evergreen trees and shrubs such as arborvitaes, pines, firs, spruces, yews, junipers, and hemlocks.
 

  
	   [image: Figure 1. The Magnolia is one of the oldest flowering plants. Their fossil records date back to 100 million years ago. Pictured here is the sweet bay magnolia (Magnolia virginiana). By Mandy L. Smith, Penn State]      Articles
 Taxonomy for Gardeners
  
 While roaming through a nursery or botanical garden, have you noticed new scientific names assigned to plants you thought you knew?
 

  
	   [image: Yarrow (Achillea millefolium) by Mandy L. Smith, Penn State]      News
 Yarrow: Herb of the Year 2024
 Date Posted 1/11/2024
 
 Common yarrow is the 2024 Herb of the Year™ of the International Herb Association.
 

  
	   [image: Image: WPSU Digital]      News
 Year-Round Gardening Video Series
 Date Posted 12/19/2023
 
 The Year-Round Gardening video series is a collaboration between WPSU and Penn State Extension Educators, specialists, and Master Gardeners.
 

  
	   [image: Philadelphia County Master Gardeners by Jessice Schweiger, Penn State Master Gardener]      News
 Happy New Year from the Penn State Extension Master Gardener Program!
 Date Posted 12/8/2023
 
 The new Master Gardener State Coordinator shares Master Gardener highlights from the past program year.
 

  
	   [image: Figure 1.  Various jade plants (Clockwise, starting from the top - Crassula ovata,  C. ovata 'Variegata', and C. ovata 'Hobbit') by Mandy L. Smith, Penn State]      Articles
 Jade Plant, A No Fuss Houseplant
  
 If you want a low-maintenance houseplant, a jade plant (Crassula ovata) may be just what you want. This no-fuss plant tolerates neglect and is a great choice for beginning gardeners.
 

  
	   [image: Figure 1.  The feather-like fronds of palms create a lush indoor environment by Mandy L. Smith, Penn State]      Articles
 Palms as Houseplants
 By Mandy L. Smith
 
 Explore the aesthetic charm and tropical vibes that palms bring to our homes, inviting us to delve into the lush world of indoor palms.
 

  
	   [image: Pink poinsettia (Euphorbia pulcherrima) by Mandy L. Smith, Penn State]      Articles
 Winter Holiday Plant Care Insights
  
 Has a flowering plant brought you joy this winter? Penn State Extension offers many resources to help you care for holiday plants.
 







   Getting Started


	   [image: Image Credit: Sandie Clarke on unsplash.com. CC0]      News
 Books about Climate Change and Gardening
 Date Posted 2/15/2024
 
 Do you know how and where to seek guidance when climate change impacts your garden? Keep vocabulary terms in mind as you search for books.
 

  
	   [image: Figure 1.  American robins by Mary Lawrence, Penn State Master Gardener]      Articles
 Inviting Birds to Your Garden
 By Mandy L. Smith
 
 Gardening isn't just about nurturing plants; it's about cultivating an entire ecosystem that can thrive in harmony. Invite birds to your garden to create such spaces.
 

  
	   [image: Seed to Supper Class at St. George Orthodox Church in New Kensington (Westmoreland County) by Mandy L. Smith, Penn State]      News
 Seed to Supper Successes
 Date Posted 7/24/2023
 
 The Penn State Master Gardeners have offered the Seed to Supper program since January 2020. This year it is succeeding in 25 counties.
 

  
	   [image: Carnivorous plants. Photo: Nancy Knauss, Penn State]      Articles
 Carnivorous Plants
 By Nancy Knauss
 
 Carnivorous plants fascinate both kids and adults. Plants that eat insects seem otherworldly, but they are found on all continents except Antarctica.
 

  
	   [image: Tomates Cultivados en Contenedores]      Articles
 Tomates Cultivados en Contenedores
 By Tom Butzler, Maria Gorgo-Simcox, Thomas Maloney, Darryl Dressler
 
 El tomate es probablemente la hortaliza que mejor se adapta al cultivo en contenedor y que mayor fama tiene entre los productores con limitaciones de espacio, solo después de las especies de hierbas culinarias y medicinales.
 

  
	   [image: Rhododendron in bloom]      Online Courses
 Pruning Ornamental Trees and Shrubs
 Sections 5
  Length 3 hours
   
 This online course for beginning landscapers and home gardeners covers pruning basics: how trees and shrubs grow, when and how to prune, and safety and tools.
           $39.00   

  

  
	   [image: Penn State Extension Master Gardener Manual]      Guides and Publications
 Penn State Extension Master Gardener Manual
    
 Learn and teach about a variety of plant and gardening topics from Penn State Extension's Master Gardeners.
         Starting At  $63.75    
  

  
	   [image: Vegetable Gardening]      Guides and Publications
 Vegetable Gardening
 By Elsa Sánchez, Ph.D., Timothy Elkner, Shelby Fleischer, Ph.D., Beth K. Gugino, Ph.D., Peter Ferretti, Steve Bogash, William Lamont, Jr., Ph.D., Michael Orzolek, Ph.D.
   
 Select, grow, and harvest delicious vegetables from your home garden.
        $10.00    
  

  
	   [image: Wheel bug nymphs]      Articles
 Attracting Beneficial Insects
  
 There are numerous insects that can be considered "beneficial."
 

  
	   [image: Container Grown Tomatoes]      Articles
 Container Grown Tomatoes
 By Tom Butzler, Thomas Maloney, Darryl Dressler
 
 Tomatoes are probably the #1 container vegetable that interests gardeners after herbs.
 







 

Your Challenges, Our Expertise

Connect with us for the latest research-based knowledge and hands-on know-how. Find experts who will work with you in person or online to answer questions, solve problems, and seize opportunities.

 Meet The Experts
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    Resources and Programs

  	 Agricultural Analytical Services Laboratory
AASL provides a wide range of testing programs for soils, water, plants, biosolids, and other agricultural materials.

Read More     
	 Center for Pollinator Research
The Center is committed to developing and implementing integrative, multidisciplinary approaches to improving pollinator health, conservation, and management for ecosystems services through research, education, outreach and policy.

Read More     
	 Insect Identification Lab
A service of the Department of Entomology that provides identification of insects.

Read More     
	 Master Gardener Program
The Penn State Master Gardener volunteer program supports the outreach mission of Penn State Extension by utilizing unbiased research-based information to educate the public and our communities on best practices in sustainable horticulture and environmental stewardship.

Read More     
	 Plant Disease Clinic
Provides clinical diagnoses of plant diseases for 2,000+ samples submitted annually by agricultural producers, urban gardeners, and homeowners.

Read More     
	 Pollinator Habitat Certification
Pollination is the very foundation of our ecosystem, producing seeds and fruits and providing food for wildlife, and us, to thrive. Many bees, flies, wasps, beetles, butterflies and moths are struggling to find nutritious food and safe places to nest.

Read More     
	 Trial Gardens
The trial gardens are living laboratories and classrooms for horticulture, plant pathology and entomology.

Read More 











 
    
          Do you dream of having a beautiful, healthy, and productive home garden? Grow the garden you always wanted with Penn State Extension’s home garden resources. Explore the best ways to plant and grow flowers, fruits, and vegetables; and manage garden pests, plant diseases, and weeds. Learn about gardening for pollinators, how to attract wildlife to your backyard, garden soil amendments, and more.

Gardening for Beginners: How to Start a Garden

There’s a great deal of pleasure to be had from a garden. Not only should it be good to look at, but it should be productive too. Planting and growing a home garden is not an exact science. However, there are things you can do to increase your chance of success.

The quality of the soil and garden weed management are all key to your success. Knowing what to do about pests in your garden is also vital, as they can be a gardener’s worst nightmare. A number of solutions are available for specific garden pest problems, yet prevention is often better than a cure. One option is to use raised beds.

People choose to garden for a variety of reasons. A beautiful garden can boost your home’s curb appeal, plus it can lead to a healthier lifestyle. Whatever the reason for starting a garden, it requires patience, basic knowledge about plant types and garden terminology, and the proper way to tend the soil. When talking to other gardeners, you might also encounter some popular garden myths. Penn State Extension uncovers the real truth behind many misguided garden beliefs.

A garden isn’t a garden without plants. If you want to create and maintain a healthy landscape, it’s vital you choose plants that are well-suited to the conditions in your yard. It might be tempting to start by buying clearance plants, particularly if you’re working on a budget, but there are steps you need to follow.

If you want to save money, propagation is an option. The best time of the year to start planting annual, perennial, and vegetable seeds, is in the spring. Propagation is not just about planting seeds – you can also start plants through cuttings, layering, and division.

Gardening is a year-round activity. There’s always something going on and things to be done, whatever the season. The winter is a time to reflect on the successes and disappointments of last year’s garden. Spring is the time for getting a head start by preparing your garden for the summer bounty. While fall is the time to start clearing up and preparing the garden for winter.

What you decide to grow in your garden has a lot to do with your gardening style. Do you want shrubs that give your garden a Mediterranean feel? Would you like to include ornamentals that give your garden a more Japanese feel? Other garden styles include a container gardening, a Colonial style of gardening that includes classic functional herb and vegetable gardening, and home fruit gardening.

Home Gardening Tips and Advice

You’re never on your own when you first start gardening. There’s a wealth of useful information available online, including Master Gardeners willing to share their extensive knowledge in written guides and at home gardener conferences.

Whether you want to try fruit production with a home orchard of apple and pear trees, grow and harvest delicious vegetables, or start your ornamentals and floriculture business, Penn State Extension has a comprehensive selection of resources, covering everything from the basics in vegetable gardening and beekeeping, through to herbs for the home gardener, home composting, and what native plants you can grow all year.

Pests are a problem for all gardeners, and while you may be able to tolerate a little damage, sometimes pest control measures have to be taken. Pests come in all shapes and sizes, some of which are considered invasive species. The Spotted Lanternfly is one example. But not all insects are pests. Flies in the family Syrphidae are very helpful allies in the garden and just one of many beneficial insects.

Master Gardener Training and Resources

When you become a Master Gardener, you also become part of a much wider community. Gardening is all about sharing gardening experience and gardening information and encouraging young people to learn about planting via various growing gardeners webinars.

If you want to help others with their gardening journey, you might have what it takes to be a Master Gardener. The Master Gardener program began in 1972, and in 1982, Penn State University adopted the program.

A wide range of gardening practices are covered in Master Gardener classes, but it starts with Master Gardener Basic Training. Other topics covered include:

	Preparing for the growing season with the Garden Sense Symposium workshop and a Spring Gardening Seminar
	Discover the latest in horticulture with the Garden and Landscape Symposium
	Learn how to grow and maintain a backyard garden with the Victory Garden Workshop Series and now, the Victory Garden Reinvented! Webinar Series
	Explore the topics of wildlife, wildflowers, and how to deal with weeds at the Annual Shirley R. Wagner Garden Symposium
	Determine which herbs are good companions at the Master Gardener Amateur Herbalist workshop
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 You May Also Be Interested In...


	  [image: Annuals will provide continuous blooms throughout the growing season.]      Articles
 Plant Life Cycles Plants are classified by the number of growing seasons required to complete their life cycle. Generally, these groups are annuals, biennials, and perennials.


       
	  [image: Spotted Lanternfly Permit Training for Businesses: Pennsylvania]      Online Courses
 Spotted Lanternfly Permit Training for Businesses: Pennsylvania Spotted lanternfly is an invasive insect that can damage many crops. Learn best practices to stop its spread. Businesses operating in the quarantine zone must have permits to move equipment and goods within and out of the zone.


       
	  [image: Rain Gardens]      Videos
 Rain Gardens Learn about how to manage precipitation run-off and add to the aesthetic environment by building a suburban rain garden.


       
	  [image: Gardening for Butterflies]      Articles
 Gardening for Butterflies Learn about the butterfly life cycle, and how to manage your garden to attract butterflies.
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